
F L A T M A T E
DESIGN MICHAEL HILGERS



2

-

-

-
-

After training to become a cabinetmaker and 
subsequently studying a degree in architecture, 
Michael Hilgers set up „!idee“ in 2001, his own 
office for interior and product design. In addi

-

tion to interior design projects for international 
fashion labels the Berlin designer has specialised 
in seeking out previously unfilled product niches 
and filling them with minimalist purpose-built solu

-

tions. Amongst other designs, Hilgers has gained 
renown for his innovative ideas for balconies.
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When closed, FLATMATE has a floor area of just 0.09 m², 
therefore making it probably the smallest fully equipped bu-
reau on the market.  

Due to its slim depth and sleek, unobtrusive exterior it trans-
forms long hallways into home offices, offers an intimate 
place for writing letters in the bedroom or serves as a tem-
porary workplace in a weekend home as required. FLAT-
MATE makes practical use of such remaining spaces, which 
are unsuitable for conventional furniture; due to its compact 
dimensions this reinterpretation of the bureau is ideal for mo-
bile living users.

An integrated flexible interior with storage space for tradi-
tional writing utensils and tablet-pc and Co. combines the 

features of a classic type of furniture with the new forms of 
networked living and working. Complemented by a Blue-
tooth keyboard (not included) it turns the mobile tablet PC 
into a stationary ergonomic workspace with integrated po-
wer supply; mobile phones can be charged inconspicuously 
when the work surface is closed.

The glare-free lighting and concealed plug hole are put into 
operation with the elegant 1,80 meter long black textile 
cable: plug ‚n‘ work

Behind the side flaps there is space for two 8cm wide stan-
dard-sized files, a 17“ laptop including accessories and CDs 
or similar; if required one of the flaps can be provided with a 
lock. W 71, H 114, D 12 cm

FOUNTAIN PEN MEETS TABLET PC 

FLATMATE is also available in black with nature edge.
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FLATMATE IS AVAILABLE IN 14 STANDARD COLORS
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FLATBOX is the name of the FLATMATE without the flooru -
nit. It is the ideal solution for every working height. In 
the nursery, as a sitting workplace or even as a stan -
ding workstation - FLATBOX offers the highest comfort.  
The FLATBOX is affixed to the wall at any height with the 
help of a V-strip with just 2 screws. Later you can easily ad -
just the height by relocating the V-strip.

The FLATBOX like the FLATMATE is available in white and 
black with nature edge or lacqured in 14 standard colors.  
The interior fitting of the FLATBOX is equal with the FLATMATE.

 
W 71, H 43, D 12 cm

THE FLATBOX - the solution for every working height
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LAMP AND PLUG HOLE WITH PANEL

Behind a detachable panel is a glare-free workspace light (fluorescent tube) 
with integrated plug hole. The power is supplied via the textile cable with 
plug.

CABLE

The high-quality textile cable is embedded in the centre of the back wall and 
has a length of 180 cm, measured from the outer side of the bureau.

-
FEET AND BASE
Flatmate comes with white, round feet as standard. Alternatively, a plinth pa

-

nel in melamine white with a birch edge is available.

In the coloured version of the bureau the feet or the panel are the same colour 
as the corpus. 
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FILE COMPARTMENTS

On both sides the bureau has an additional door concealing further storage 
space. The 3 compartments on each side offer space for an 8 cm wide 
standard-sized file, a 17“ laptop, CDs etc. If required one of the flaps can be 
provided with a lock.

RECESSED GRIP

The two doors on the outer sides and the worktop of the bureau each have 
a well-designed recessed grip, making it comfortable and simple to open the 
doors. 

WORKTOP AND GAS SPRING FLAP STAYS

The bureau has a large, stable worktop measuring 420 x 710 mm. The high-
quality  gas spring flap stays ensures the slow, controlled lowering of the 
worktop.

-

METAL SET AND BACK WALL

Included with the FLATMATE is a 3-part organisation set (e.g. holder for tablet 
computer, letter holder, pen rest) made from powder-coated metal. These ele

-

ments can be flexibly attached to the back wall.



FLATMATE is also available in different colours, e.g. in black.
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